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his duties in March, 1919, but in the summer of 1922 it was again found necessary
to provide machinery to handle the administrative problems directly related to
the tiding-over of a threatened fuel shortage. The Dominion Fuel Board, with
the Deputy Minister of the Department of Mines as chairman, was constituted
on Nov. 25, 1922, to meet the need for a standing organization definitely responsible
for the systematic study of the fuel position of the Dominion; the Board issued an
interim report in 1923, and has since issued, in co-operation with the Department
of Mines, various studies on particular fuels, notably a report, “Coke as a Household
Fuel in Central Canada,” published in 1925.

The coal production in 1924 amounted to 13,638,197 short tons, valued at
$53,5903,988, or an average of $3.93 per ton. This represented a decrease of
3,352,374 tons, or 19-7 p.c., as compared with the previous year. The produc-
tion was obtained from mines in which were employed on an average 25,708 men
at a wage cost of approximately $31,925,171. Referring to production during
1924, Nova Scotia held the first place among the coal-producing provinces, with an
output of 5,557,441 tons; Alberta followed closely with 5,189,729 tons; the output of
coal from the mines of British Columbia and Yukon amounted to 2,194,788 tons,
while Saskatchewan mined 479,118 tons and New Brunswick 217,121 tons. The
quantity of coal mined annually in five provinces and the Yukon Territory, from
1909 to 1924, is shown in Table 28.

28.—Production of Coal in Canada, by Provinces, ealendar years 1909-1924,
Nore.—For annual production by provinces from 1874 to 1908, see 1511 Year Book, p. 419,
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The total coal imports in the calendar year 1924 amounted to 16,828,578 tons,
as compared with 22,687,320 tons in the previous year. The exports of coal of
domestic production in 1924 amounted to 773,246 tons, valued at $4,836,848, or
an average of $6.25 per ton, as compared with 1,654,406 tons, valued at $10,661,399,
in 1923. The imports of anthracite and bituminous coal for fiscal years from 1901
to 1925 are given in Table 29, and the exports from 1901 to 1925 in Table 30.



